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INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO SMI-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
INT-05 /029W 

120816Z 014554/13 
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FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
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DEPT. PASS TO SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, JA 

SUBJECT: SUBMARINE VOLCANIC ACTIVITY IN PACIFIC 

1 . JAPANESE ARE EAGERLY AWAITING NEWS OF A NEW ISLAND EMERGING 
IN SOUTHWESTERN PACIFIC AS RESULT OF SUBMARINE VOLCANIC ACTIVITY. 
FAIRLY STRONG SUBMARINE VOLCANIC ACTIVITY WAS CONFIRMED DY 
JAPANESE MARITIME SAFETY AGENCY (MSA) IN AN AREA AROUND LATITUDE 
23 DEGREES 30.4 MINUTES NORTH AND LONGITUDE 141 DEGREES 54.3 MINUTES 
EAST (ABOUT 100 KM SSE OF MINAMMWOJIMA ISLAND) WHERE MSA SURVEY 
TEAM OBSERVED DISCOLORING OF SEA WATER ON JANUARY 10. AT ABOUT SAME 
TIME, TWO JAPAN AIRLINES JETLINERS FLYING OVER THE AREA REPORTEDK 
DETECTING BLIPS ON THEIR RADAR SCREEN WHICH THEY ASCRIBE TO INCREASED 
VOLCANIC ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. 

2. WHILE MSA OFFICIALS BELIEVE THESE PHENOMENA STRONGY SUGGEST THAT 
A NEW ISLAND IS IN THE MAKING IN THE AREA AS RESULT OF SUBMARINE 
VOLCANIC ACTIVITY, PROF. KOSAKA OF TOKYO INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, WHO 
ANALYZED COLOR PICTURES OF THE AREA AND OTHER RELATED 

DATA, SEES LITTLE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW ISLAND EMERGING. 

HE POINTS OUT THAT PRESENT STATE OF VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 
IN THE ARREA HAS NOT REACHED THE STAGE OF ERUPTION. HE WAS 
CERTAIN, HOWEVER, THAT ACTIVITY IS OCCURING ON A FAIRLY SHALLOW 
OCEAN BED (130-150 METERS DEEP) WHICH IS BELIEVED TO BE TOP 
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OF A SUBMARINE VOLCANO ABOUT 2,500 METERS HIGH. 

3. REPORTED SUBMARINE COLCANIC ACTIVITY IS ATTRACTING 
ATTENTION OF ALL JAPANESE FROM ECONOMIC STANDPOINT. A NEW 
ISLAND, IF DISCOVERED.CLAIMED AND INHABITED BY JAPANESE, WILL 

RESULT IN EXPANSION OF JAPAN'S FISHING ZONE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


HODGSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ISLANDS, VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 977TOKYO00463 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 1-0653 
Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 57/aaaabxwy. tel 

Line Count: 63 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 6a4670da-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3611024 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SUBMARINE VOLCANIC ACTIVITY IN PACIFIC 
TAGS: TGEN. TPHY, JA, XP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6a4670da-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



